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Typical Lawyer Disclaimer

This presentation provides information about the law. Legal information 
is not the same as legal advice, which involves the application of law to 
an individual's specific circumstances. The interpretation and application 
of the law to an individual’s specific circumstance depends on many 
factors. This presentation is not intended to provide legal advice. 
The information provided in this presentation is drawn entirely from 
public information. The views expressed in this presentation are the 
authors’ alone and not those of the authors’ clients.
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Introduction and Agenda

Background
Hot FCC Compliance Issues

FCC-Initiated Audits

New FCC Renewal Standards

Towers
CORES Database
FCC Transactional Requirements
Spectrum Topics

6 GHz

800 MHz

4.9 GHz

900 MHz

Spectrum Leasing v. Acquisition v. Site-Based Licensing

Questions
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FCC Composition and Leadership

4

Formed by Communications Act of 
1934

Led by Chair and Four 
Commissioners

Political Makeup

Seven Bureaus

Priorities
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FCC Compliance

FCC-Initiated Audits

Entity-Type of Applicant

FCC outreach if Discrepancy

– Initial Application

– Renewal Application

Fix by Filing FCC Form 603

– Transactional Filing with Filing Fees

– Potential Enforcement
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FCC Compliance

New Renewal Certifications

Applicant certifies that it is continuing to operate consistent with its most 
recently filed construction notification (or most recent authorization, if no 
construction notification was required);

Applicant certifies that no permanent discontinuance of service or 
operation, as applicable, occurred during its license term;

Applicant certifies that it has substantially complied with all applicable FCC 
rules, policies, and the Communications Act of 1934, as amended.

Permanent Discontinuance Rules

FCC Enforcement
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FCC Compliance: Towers

FCC Statutory Obligations

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

– Requires FCC to consider and disclose environmental effects of its actions

– Applies to “Federal Undertaking”

• “a project, activity, or program funded in whole or in part under the direct or indirect 
jurisdiction of a Federal agency, including … those requiring a Federal permit, license 
or approval.” 36 C.F.R. § 800.16 (y).

National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA)

– Consider effects of permitted actions on historic properties
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FCC Compliance: Towers

Agency Actions that Trigger NEPA

Licensed Spectrum

ASR Registration

Certifying Compliance with NEPA

FCC Form 601

– “Significant Environmental Effect”

FCC Form 854
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FCC Compliance: Towers

Determining if ASR is required

200 Feet or Proximity to Airport

– TOWAIR (FCC)

– Notice Criteria Tool (FAA)

Securing ASR

Notice

– Local

– National

FAA Form 7460-1

FCC Form 854 Filing
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FCC Compliance: Towers

Determining NEPA Applicability

Licensee completes initial assessment

– Several factors, including:

• Located in designated wildlife preserve or wilderness area

• Historic Properties

• Indian Religious Sites

• Floodplain

How to make these Assessments

– TCNS (Indian Religious Sites)

– In-House Environmental Team

– Consultants
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FCC Compliance: Towers
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FCC Compliance: Towers

Enforcement Actions

Verizon Fined $950,000

Order to Dismantle Tower

Cease Construction Order
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FCC Compliance: Towers

FCC Tower Inspection Requirements

Quarterly Inspection of Certain Lighting Systems (47 C. F.R. §17.47(b))

– Inspect all automatic or mechanical control devices, indicators and alarm systems 
associated with the antenna structure lighting to ensure that such apparatus is 
functioning properly.

Certain Lighting Systems Exempt (47 C. F.R. §17.47(c))

– Any antenna structure monitored by a system that the Wireless Telecommunications 
Bureau has determined includes self-diagnostic features sufficient to render quarterly 
inspections unnecessary, upon certification of use of such system to the Bureau.
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FCC CORES DATABASE

FCC COmmission REgistration System

July 2020: 

– Enhanced Payment Portal Introduced July 2020

December 2020: 

– In-House Online electronic payment system for regulatory and other fees (“Fee Filer”) 
Decommissioned and Permanently Discontinued

July 2022:

– Decommissioned Legacy CORES System

Practical Implications for Licensees
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47 U.S.C. § 310(d) and 47 C.F.R. §
1.948

Prior application to – and 
approval by – the FCC generally 
required 

Types of Filings (FCC Form 603)

Assignment of Authorization

– Licensee Changes

Transfer of Control

– Ownership in Licensee 
Changes

FCC Compliance: Transactions
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FCC Compliance: Enforcement

1 6

Common Enforcement Actions:

Unauthorized Operation

– Expired License

– Failure to File Notification of 
Construction

– Premature Operation

Tower Compliance

Transactional
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Current Spectrum Trends and Hot Topics

6 GHz
– Audit 6 GHz Licenses

800 MHz
– New frequencies available

4.9 GHz
– New Band Manager system adopted

900 MHz
– Band Realignment continues

FCC Spectrum
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Knowing the Tools in the 
Toolbox

Spectrum Leasing

Spectrum Acquisition

Site-Based Licensing 

FCC Spectrum
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Thank You
Email telecomalert@khlaw.com to sign 
up for our weekly Alert!

mailto:telecomalert@khlaw.com
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